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Coup Against the Diem Government 505 * 



252. Telegram From the Central Intelligence Agency Station in 
Saigon to the Director of the National Security Agency 
(Blake) 1 


Saigon, November 1, 1963, 

2. Critic. Fm: Conein at JGS HQS 2 from Gens Big Minh and Don 
and eye witness observation: 

Following are prisoners at JGS: 

Col Tung, Police Commissioner Tu, Air Force Commander Hien, 
Airborne Commander Col Vien, Marine Commander Khang, Civil 
Guard Commander Lam. Navy Commander Quyhn, killed morning 1 
Nov in premature action by Navy. 

Gens attempting contact Palace by telephone but unable to do so. 
Their proposition as follows: If the President will resign immediately, 
they will guarantee his safety and the safe departure of the President 
and Ngo Dinh Nhu. If the President refuses these terms, the Palace 
will be attacked within the hour by Air Force and Armor. 

1 Source: Department of State, Central Files, POL 26 S VIET Secret; Flash. The 
source text is the copy sent for information Flash to the Department of State. Also sent 
for information Flash to USIB agencies. Received at the Department of State at 2:34 a.m. 

2 According to the Acting Chief of Station in Saigon, the decision to send Conein to 
the JGS headquarters was made by the Saigon Station and not by Washington. (Depart- 
ment of State, Office of the Historian, Vietnam Interviews, October 11, 1984) 
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FOLLOWING FROM CONEIN AT JGS HQS FROM GENS BIG MINH AND DON 
AND EYE WITNESS OBSERVATION: 

V FOLLOWING ARE PRISONERS AT JGS: 

COL TONG, POLICE COMMISSIONER TU, AIR FORCE COMMANDER 

HIEN, AIRBORNE COMMANDER COL VIEN, MARINE COMMANDER KHANG, 

- . * 

CIVIL GUARD COMMANDER LAM, NAVY COMMANDER QUYNH£ KILLED 
MORN IN} 1 NOV IN PREMATURE ACTION BY NAVY. 


GEN£ ATTEMPTING CONTACT PALACE BY TELEPHONE BUT UNABLE TO 
DO SO. THEIR PROPOSITION AS FOLLOWS: IF THE PRESIDENT WILL RESIGN 

IMMEDIATELY, THEY WILL GUARANTEE HIS SAFETY AND THE SAFE DEPARTURE 
OF THE PRESIDENT AND NGO DINH NHU. IF THE PRESIDENT REFUSES 
THESE TERMS, THE PALACE WILL BE ATTACTED WITHIN THE HOUR BY 
AIR FORCE AND ARMOR. 
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